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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R. 3600} 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 3600) for the relief of Dr. Alexander Symeonidis, having 
considered the same, reports favorably thereon with an amendment 
in the nature of a substitute and recommends that the bill, as amended, 
do pass. 

AMENDMENT 


Strike all after the enacting clause and insert in lieu thereof the 
following: 

That in the administration of the laws relating to immigration and naturaliza- 
tion, Dr. Alexander Symeonidis shall be held and considered to have been lawfully 


admitted to the United States for permanent residence as of August 25, 1947, the 
date of his first entry into the United Statess 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill, as amended, is to record the lawful admission 
for permanent residence of Dr. Alexander Symeonidis as of August 25, 
1947, the date on which he was lawfully admitted temporarily as a 
visitor. No quota deduction is provided for in the bill inasmuch as 
Dr. Symeonidis was lawfully admitted in 1949 as a nonquota immi- 

ant. 

a STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill is a 41-year-old native and citizen of 
Greece who was originally admitted as a visitor on August 25, 1947, 
and in 1948 obtained a position doing research work under a Rocke- 
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feller fellowship at the National Cancer Institute, Washington, D. C. 
Because of his training and experience in cancer research hé was issued 
& nonquota immigration visa and he last entered the United States 
for permanent residence after a 1-day trip to Canada on April 27, 
1949. He filed his declaration of intention in September 1949 and by 
dating his residence back to the date when he originally entered the 
United States he will be eligible to file his petition for citizenship on 
August 25, 1952. 

A letter dated August 29, 1951, to the chairman of the Committee on 
the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 


Aveust 29, 1951. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. Cuarrman: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 3600) for the relief of Dr. 
Alexander Symeonidis, an alien. 

The bill would provide that Dr, Alexander Symeonidis, a lawful resident of the 
United States, shall be considered to have resided in the United States for 5 years 
prior to the date of its enactment. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Dr. Symeonidis was born in Kommontini, Thrace, Greece, on 
August 29, 1909. He is a citizen of Greece of the Greek race. He first entered 
the United States at the port of New York, on August 25, 1947, and was tempo- 
rarily admitted under section 3 (2) of the Immigration Act of 1924, until February 
24, 1948, to attend the Fourth International Cancer Research Congress in St. 
Louis, Mo. He last entered the United States at Niagara Falls, N. Y., on April 
27, 1949, after a 1-day trip to Canada, in possession of a nonquota immigration 
visa and was admitted for permanent residence. The alien filed a declaration of 
intention to become a citizen of the United States in the circuit court of Mont- 
gomery County, Rockville, Md., during September 1949, pursuant to section 331 
of the Nationality Act of 1940, 

The files further disclose that the alien attended the medical school, at the 
National University in Athens, where he obtained a degree in 1930. Upon com- 
pletion of his internship at the Evangelismos Hospital in Athens in 1933, he was 
given a Rockefeller fellowship to study in Bonn, Germany. From 1935 until 1938 
while under the fellowship of the Rockefeller Institute, he was employed by the 

Jniversity of Berlin to do research work. He returned to Athens in 1938 to con- 
tinue his research work at the Greek Institute of Cancer. During World War II, 
the alien published valuable studies on epidemic hepatitis, and recorded the first 
observations on gynecomastis produced by malnutrition. In 1948, Dr. Symeoni- 
dis obtained a position doing research work under the Rockefeller fellowship at 
the National Cancer Institute, Washington, D. C. On the basis of the alien’s 
training and experience in cancer research and the need for his services at the 
National Cancer Institute, he and his wife, who was also here as a temporary 
visitor, were granted the privilege of preexamination. As a result they went to 
Niagara Falls, Canada, where they applied for and were issued nonquota immigra- 
tion visas with which they last entered this country. Dr. Symeonidis would be 
eligible to file his petition for naturalization in April 1954. 

Congress has been most reluctant to interfere in naturalization proceedings in 
individual cases. The granting of United States citizenship to an alien is a high 
privilege, and should not be indiscriminately bestowed to suit the individual 
needs of recently arrived aliens who do not want to comply with the residence 
requirements in order to become citizens. The alien in this case is one whose 
services would appear to be invaluable to the United States and to all humanity. 
The immediate grant of United States citizenship to him would doubtless enable 
him to practice medicine in this country. 

Whether, under the circumstances in this case, the bill should be enacted 
presents a question of legislative policy concerning which the Department of 
Justice prefers not to make any recommendation. 

Yours sincerely, 
Peyton Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 





DR. ALEXANDER SYMEONIDIS 3 


Congressman Edward L. Sittler, Jr., the author of the bill, appeared 
before a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House 
of Representatives and submitted the following letter from the 
Director of the National Cancer Institute: 


FEDERAL SEecurITy AGENCY, 
Pusiic HEALTH SERVICE, 
NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH, 


Bethesda, Md., June 29, 1951. 
Hon, Epwarp L. S:itrier, Jr., 


House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


Dear CONGRESSMAN SITTLER: It is my understanding that Dr. Alexander 
Symeonidis, a Greek scientist now working at the National Cancer Institute of 
the Public Health Service, is being considered for United States citizenship through 
special legislation sponsored by you. I should like to support a recommendation 
for consideration of Dr. Symeonidis, 

On the basis of his medical work at the University of Athens he was awarded a 
Rockefeller Foundation fellowship in 1933 for special training in experimental 
pathology at the University of Bonn, Germany. He continued a brilliant career 
of teaching and experimental work in several German universities, returning to 
Greece in 1938 as director of research at the first cancer institute to be established 
in that country. During the war he published valuable studies on epidemic 
hepatitis and recorded the first observations on gynecomastis produced by 
malnutrition, His laboratories were destroyed in 1944. He continued his work 
at the University of Athens until 1947 when he came to this country on a Rocke- 
feller Foundation fellowship and worked under Professor Papanicolaou at Cornell 
University on the cytological diagnosis of cancer. 

His role as a teacher has been significant. As assistant at the University of Bonn 
he taught courses in pathology to medical students. He held the position as as- 
sistant professor of pathology at the University of Athens Medical School from 
1940 to 1947 where he continued to teach regular courses in pathology and cancer 
to medical students and graduate students. His position at the National Cancer 
Institute includes advanced teaching in the field of cancer at the postdoctorate 
level. 

For the past 3 years Dr. Symeonidis has been a research fellow and visiting 
scientist at the National Cancer Institute. In the course of investigation on the 
production of breast cancer by hormones, he has produced toxemia of pregnancy 
for the first time in animals by means of progesterone treatment. This may well 
prove to be the mechanism causing this disease in women and the possible rela- 
tionship to the subsequent development of cancer may open up a new field of 
approach to the human cancer problem. 

n the important new field of geographic pathology Dr. Symeonidis has demon- 
strated international leadership. Certain studies in geographic pathology are 
under way in Israel and the United States which should confirm certain observa- 
tions and ideas as to better understanding and possible control of cervical and 
uterine cancer. 

It is important to the program of the National Cancer Institute that Dr. 
Symeonidis continue his work here. The uncertainty of tenure, lack of adminis- 
trative status derived from being a noncitizen, and inability to plan definitely 
for the future are prejudicial to the best efforts of this scientist. The benefits of 
early citizenship in this country would be advantageous to Dr. Symeonidis, his 
work and this institution. I believe him to be loyal to the United States Govern- 
ment and in every way worthy of consideration of the great honor of becoming an 
American citizen. 

Sincerely yours, 


J. R. Hever, M. D., 
Director, National Cancer Institute. 
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The files of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Repre- 
sentatives also contain the following letter dated September 28, 1948, 
from the Surgeon General to the Commissioner of Immigration and 
Naturalization: 

SEPTEMBER 28, 1948. 


COMMISSIONER, IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE, 
Washington, D. C. 


Dear ComMISSIONER: I am recommending a special immigration status for 
Dr. Alexander Symeonidis, a Greek scientist now engaged in research work at 
the National Cancer Institute, who is applying for naturalization. Dr. Syme- 
onidis did outstanding work in the field of cancer before the war at the Universities 
of Athens, Bonn, and Berlin. He has proved to be an invaluable representative 
of prewar research trends in the field of cancer in continental Europe. 

n the basis of his medical work at the University of Athens he was awarded 
a Rockefeller Foundation fellowship in 1933 for ial training in experimental 
pathology at the University of Bonn, Germany. He continued a brilliant career 
of teaching and experimental work in several German universities, returning to 
Greece in 1938 as director of research at the first cancer institute to be established 
in that country. During the war he published valuable studies on epidemic 
hepatitis and recorded the first observations on cynecomastia produced by malnu- 
trition. His laboratories were destroyed in 1944. He continued his work at 
the University of Athens until 1947 when he came to this country on a Rockefeller 
Foundation fellowship and worked under Professor Papanicolaou at Cornell 
University on the cytological diagnosis of cancer. 

His role as a teacher has been significant. An assistant at the Universiy of 
Bonn he taught courses in pathology to medical students. He held the position 
of assistant professor of pathology at the University of Athens Medical School 
from 1940 to 1947 where he continued to teach regular courses in pathology and 
cancer to medical students and graduate students. His position at the National 
Cancer Institute includes advanced teaching in the field of cancer at the post- 
doctorate level. 

For the past 7 months he has been a research fellow at the National Cancer 
Institute. In the course of investigations on the production of breast cancer by 
hormones he has produced toxemia of pregnancy for the first time in animals by 
means of progesterone treatment. This may well prove to be the mechanism 
causing this disease in women and the possible relationship to the subsequent 
development of cancer may open up a new field of approach to the human cancer 

»roblem. 
: It is extremely important to the program of the National Cancer Institute that 
Dr. Symeonidis be permitted to continue his work here. We are faced with a 
shortage of competent cancer investigators with a background in medicine and 
pathology as a result of the disruption of training programs in cancer research 
during the war. The role of Dr. Symeonidis in training young investigators is 
vital. Moreover, were he to be forced to return to Greece he would be unable to 
pursue his investigative work, for the postwar situation in that country will 
place cancer research in the status of a luxury for years to come. 

Dr. Symeonidis is an extremely competent medical scientist of professorial 
rank. Superbly trained, at the age of 39, he is entering the prime of his investi- 
gative career and this country could ill afford to lose his talents. 

He is assured a permanent position at the National Cancer Institute. 

Sincerely yours, 
Leonarp A. SCHEELE, 
Surgeon General, 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (H. R. 3600), as amended, should be en- 
acted. 

O 





